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13 June 2019 
Dear Kevin 
 
Empty Homes in Scotland – Compulsory Purchase Orders and Compulsory 
Sales Orders 
 
The Local Government and Communities Committee is currently holding an inquiry 
into empty homes. As well as receiving a number of responses to its call for views, it 
held oral evidence sessions at meetings on 15 May and 5 June. The Committee has 
also been gathering information by other means of engagement, including hosting a 
private informal session with people who have empty homes and the professionals 
who work with them, and, later this month, making a fact-finding visit to East Ayrshire. 
 
Issues that have been raised during the inquiry include the utility of Compulsory 
Purchase Orders (CPOs) as enforcement tools for bringing empty properties into use. 
Some councils have said that they had used these only infrequently and as a last 
resort. For example, Falkirk Council confirmed that it had used CPOs on just two 
occasions in the past to bring empty homes into use,1 citing a lack of staff resources 
and the cost of raising a CPO as impediments. Perth and Kinross Council agreed, 
stating that they tended only to raise CPOs on large properties, such as hotels in town 
centres. The City of Edinburgh Council told the Committee that the upfront legal and 
administrative costs of CPOs could be £20-£30k per case,2 meaning that that they 
were not often used.  
 
The Committee notes that the Scottish Government has said it intends to bring forward 
legislation to grant councils Compulsory Sales Order (CSO) powers, in order to help 
bring empty properties back into use3. A number of the Local Authorities we heard 
                                            
1 https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Local_Gov/Inquiries/LGC_S5_19_EHS_08_FalkirkCouncil.pdf 
2 Local Government and Communities Committee, Official Report, Wednesday 5 June 2019 
3 http://www.parliament.scot/S5ChamberOffice/WA20181008.pdf 
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from welcomed this proposal, but said that CSOs would only prove useful if they were 
quicker, less complicated, and less expensive to use than CPOs.  
 
In the light of this evidence, the Committee agreed I should write to you.  I would be 
grateful if you could first provide an update on your plans for CSOs, including the 
timescale for their introduction, and clarification on what form the introductory 
legislation would take. The Committee would also welcome your response to councils’ 
comments on the importance of the CSO process being less complicated and 
expensive than the CPO process, in order to ensure that it is an effective measure in 
practice. Finally, the Committee would welcome clarification on whether the Scottish 
Government has any plans to review the CPO process in the light of evidence 
received. 
 
I would be grateful for a response to this letter by close on 12 July. Should you have 
any questions, then please contact the Clerking Team on the contact details provided 
above. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
 


